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Has two founds ; long, as feme, and fhort, as men. 
t is the mod frequent vowel in the Englifh lan- 
guage; for it not only is ufed like the reft in the 
to beginning or end of words, but has the peculiar 
” quality of lengthening the foregoing vowel, as 

I ’ C " n f i m “ n \ tn3ne : S"P> S‘~ : P e > gM> glMe -, bred, brede ; 
cbf, chine ; whp, wipe ; thin, thine ; rid, nde ; tun, t me ; 
£ / " w ’ /W/w*. Yet It fometimes occurs final, where yet the 
foregoing vowel is not lengthened ; as gone, knowledge, 'edge, 
g Vc. Anciently almoft every word ended with e ; as'for can, 
eanne ■ Un year, yeare for great, great e for need, neede ; for 
flock, focke. It is probable that this , final had at firft a foft 
found, like the female r of the French ; and that afterwards it 

was in poetry c,ther m ute or vocal, as theverfe required, ’till at 

fait it became univcrfally filent. 

Eei has the found of e long: the e is commonly lengthened 
rather by the immediate addition of a than by the appofition 
of c to the end of the word; as men, mean fll, fed- met, 
meat ; nit, neat. 

Each. pron. [elc, Saxon ; eleh, Dutch; Ilk, Scottilh.} 
i . Either of two. 

„ Though your orbs of different greatnefs be, 

'V et both are for each other’s ule difpos’d ; 

His to inclofe, and your’s to be inclos’d. 

Every one of any' number. 'I his fenfe is rare, 
poetry. 

Eh invention all admir’d, and each how he 
T o be th’ in venter mifs’d. Milton, b. vi. 

Let each 

His adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his helm. Milton, b. vi. 

By hunger, that each other creature tames, 

7.h° u art not to be harm’d, therefore not mov’d; 

Thy temperance invincible befides. Milton's Paradife Reg. 
V\ ife Mato faid, the world with men wasftor’d, 


2 . 


Dry den. 
except in 


That fuccour each to other might afford. 


Denham. 


To Each the correspondent word is other, whether it be ufed of 
two, or of a greater number. 

’ I'is faid they cat each other. Shakefpeare’s Macbeth. 
Let each efteem other better than tbcmfclves. Phil. ii. 3. 

Lovelieft of women ! heaven is in thy foul ; 

Beauty and virtue fhinc for ever round thee, 

Bright’ning each oiler ! Thou art all divine ! Addif Cato. 

Ead. [end, ed .] in the compound, and cadig in the fimple 
names, denotes happinefs, or blcftedncfs. l hus Eastward is 
a happy prefeiver ; Eadnlph, happy aftiftance ; Eadgar, happy 
power; Eadwin, happy conqueror ; which Maca<ius Eupo- 
kemus, Faujla, Fortunatus, Felicianus, &c. do in fome meafurc 
rcfemblc. Ead may alfo in fome cafes be derived from the 

„ Saxon rath, which fignifies cafv, gentle, mild. Gib. Camden. 

EA'GER. adj. feajop, Saxon ; riigrc, French.] 

1. Struck with defire; ardently wifhing; keenly defirous ; vehe- 
ment in defire; hotly longing. 

Of action eager, and intent of thought, 

'I he chiefs your honourable dangei fought. Dryden's Ovid. 

Eager to read the reft, Achates came. Dryden's £n. 

With joy' th’ ambitious youth his mother heard. 

And eager for the journey foon prepar’d; 

He longs the world beneath him to furvey, 

I o guide the chariot, and to give the day. Dryden. 

Love in flam <i, and eager on his blits. 

Smother’d her words. Addifou's OviePs Mctam. b. ii. 

2. It is ufed fometimes with of, fometimes with on or after before 
the thing (ought. 

3. Hot of difpofition ; vehement; ardent; impetuous. 

Apt as well to quicken the fpirits as to allay that which is 
too eager. Hooker, b v. f. 38. 

Nor do the eager clamours of difputants yield more relief 
to eel ip fed tiuth, than did the founding brafs of old to the 
labouring moon. G/anv. Scepf. c. 19. 

1 his is not a genera' character of women, but a reproof 
of fome eager fpirited gipfies. L'EJl range. 

Imperfect zeal is hot and eager, without knowledge. Spratt. 

Palemon replies, 

Eager his tone, anJ ardent were his eyes. Dryden. 
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. A man > . diar S d 7 ith a crime of which he thinks hWtr 
innocent, is apt to be too eager in his own defence. Dnf 

4- Quick ; bufy ; eafily put in a<ftion. "J** 

His Numidian genius 

Js well difpos’d to mifehief, were he prompt 

And eager on it ; but he muff be (purr’d. AddiU'. r . 

5- Sharp; fovver; acid. V ^finsCol,. 

With a fudden vigour it doth pofTet 
And curd, like eager droppings into milk 

6 . Keerf; ** 

The air bites fhrewdly ; it is very cold. 

-It is a nipping and an eager air. * Shakefpearis Hamla. 
J he rcfmaiicc of bone to cold is greater than of fl c fh • f, r 
that the flefh Ihrinkcth, but the bone refifteth. whereby L 
cold becomcth more eager. Bacon’s Natural Id if cry, N® 688 

7. Brittle; inflexible; not ductile. A cant word of artificers 

Gold will be fometimes fo eager, as artifts call it, that it 
will as little endure the hammer as glafs itfclf. Loth 

Eagerly, adv . f f rom eager. ] 

'• U 'l th g/cat ardour of defire ; with impetuofity of inclination, 
o the holy war how faff: and eagerly did men go, when 
the prieft perfuaded them that whofoever died in that expedi- 
tion was a martyr ? SoutPs Sermon. 

How eageAy he flew, when Europe’s fa:e 
Did for the feed of future actions wait. Stitm 

2. Ardently; hotly. 4 

Brutus gave the word too early. 

Who having fome ad . antage on Odtavius, 

T 00k it too eagerly ; his foldicrs fell to fpoil, 

Whilft we by Anthony were all inclos’d. Shak. Jul. Cafar 

3. Keenly ; (harplv. J 1 ' 

Abundance of rain froze fo ecrerly as it fell, that it fccraed 
the depth ot Winter had of a fudden been come in. Knsllet. 
Ea'gekness. n. f. [from eager. J 
1. Kcennefs of defire; ardour of inclination. 

She knew her diftancc, and did angle for me, 

Madding my eagemefs with her reftraint. Shaktfptart. 

Have you not feen, when whiffled frem the lift, 

Some falcon (loop’d at what her eye defign’d, 

And, with her eagemefs, the quarry mifs’d. Dryden. 

The eagemefs and ftrong bent of the mind after knowledge, 
if not warily regulated, is often an hindrance to it. Locke. 

Detraction and obloquy are received with as much engevufs 
as wit and humour. Addifen’s Freeholder. 

Juba lives to catch 

That dear embrace, and to return it too, 

With mutual warmth and eagemefs of love. Addfon's Cato. 
His continued application to puhlick affairs diverts him 
from thofe plcafures, which are purfued with eagemefs by 
princes who have not the publick fo much at heart, dddijon. 

1 he things of this world, with whatever eagemefs they en- 
gage our purfuit, leave us (till empty and unfatisfied with 
their fruition. Rogers's Se wons. 

2. Impetuofity; vehemence; violence. 

It finds them in the eagemefs and height of their devotion ; 
they are fpeechlefs for the time that it continues, and proftrate 
and dead when it departs. Dryden. 

I’ll kill thee with fuel) eagemefs of haffe, 

As fiends, let loofe, would lay all nature u'affe. Dr yd. dur. 
EA'GLE. n.f [aigle, French ; aquila , Latin ; taller, Erie.] 

1. A bird of prey, which, as it is reported, renews its age when 
it grows old. But fome think that this recovery of youth 
happens no otherwife in the eagle than in other birds, by call- 
ing their feathers every year in the moulting fcafon, and 
having others in their room. It is alfo faid not to drink at 
all, like other birds with (harp claws. It is given out, that 
when an eagle fees its young fo well grown as to venture upon 
flying, it hovers over their neft, flutters with its wings, and 
excites them to imitate it, and take their flight; and when it 
fees them weary, or fearful, it takes and carries them upon i<# 
back. Eagles are faid to be extremely fharp-fighted, and, 
when they take flight, fpring perpendicularly upward, with 
their eyes ftcadily fixed upon the fun, mounting ’till, by their 
diftancc, they difappear. Calmet. 

) Difaay’d 


EAR 


Diftnay’d not this 

Our captains Macbeth and Banquo ? 


es. 


Dryden’s Perf. Sat. 4. 
Swiftnels like that of 


As fparrows eagles, or the hare the lion. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Dfaw forth the monfters of th’ abyfs profound. 

Or fetch th’ aerial eagle to the ground. Pope's Ejji on Man. 

5. The ftandarJ of the ancient Romans. 

Arts dill follow’d where Rome’s eagles (lew. Pope. 

Eagle-eyed. adj. [from eagle and eye.] 

I. Sharp-lighted as an eagle. 

As he was rarely quick and pcrfpicacious, fo was he inwardly 
eagle-eyed, and perfectly verfed in the humours of his fubjects. 

Havel’s Focal For ref '. 

Ev’rv one is eagle-ey’d to fee 
Another’s faults and his deformity. 

Ea'glespeed. n.f [eagle and fpeed.] 
an eagle. 

Abrupt, with eaglcfpced (lie cut the (ky, 

Inftant invifible to mortal eye. Pope's Odyffey , b. i. 

Ea'clestone. n.f. A ftonc faid to be found at the entrance 
of the holes in which the eagles make their nefts, and affirmed 
to have a particular virtue in defending the eagle’s neft from 
thunder. The (tones of this kind which are moft valued are 
flat and blackifli, and found, if fhaken near the car ; a Idler 
(tone being contained in the greater. Calmet. 

The eaglefone contains, in a cavity within it, a fmall loofe 
(lone, which rattles when it is fhaken ; and every foffil, with 
a nucleus in it, has obtained the name. The fort of analogy 
that was fuppofcd to be between a (tone, thus containing 
another w:t ;ii: ir, or, as the fanciful writers exprefs it, preg- 
nant with another, and a woman big with child, led people 
to imagine that it mult have great virtues and effedts in acce- 
lerating or retarding del-very ; fo that, if tied to the arm of a 
woman with child, it prevents abortion ; and if to the leg, it 
promotes delivery. It is pretended, that the eagles feek for 
thde (tones to lay in chcir nefts, at.d that they cannot hatch 
their young without. On fuch idle and imaginary virtues 
was railed all the credit which this famous foil'd poflefted for 
many ages. Hill’s Materia Medico. 

If you ftop the holes of a hawk’s bell it will make no 
ring, but a flat noife or rattle ; and fo doth the aetites, or eagle- 
fane, which hath a little (tone within it. Bacon's Nat. Hi/lory, 

Ea'glft. n.f. [from nvle.] A young eagle. 

I bis treafon of his fons did the king exprefs in an em- 
blem, wherein was an eagle with three eaglets tyring on her 
bread, and the fourth pecking at one of her eyes. Davies. 

Ea’gre. n f [t.-ger, in kunick, is the ocean ; eggia, in Iflandick, 
i ~fo agitate, to incite. J A tide fwclling above another tide, 
obfcrvahlc in the, river Severn. 

for as an eagre rides in triumph o’er the tide. 

The tyrant paffions, hope and fear, 

Did in extremes appear. 

And flafli'd upon the foul with equal force. Dryden. 

F.alderman. n.f. [ealbepman, Saxon.] The name of a 
Saxon magiftratc ; alderman. 

Fa:.:k. ;; j. [cam, Saxon; com, Dutch J Uncle: a word (till 
uleJ in the wilder parts of Staffbrdfiiire. 

Daughter, fays Hie, fly, fly ; behold, thy dame 
Fore (hows the treafon of thy wretched can. e ! Fairfax 

EAR. n. f. [eajie, Saxon ; nor, Dutch.] 

J. The whole organ of audition or hearing. 

What fire is in my ears ! Can this he true ? 

Stand I condemn’d ? Shakefp. Much Ado about Nothing. 
His cars are open unto their cry. Pf xxxiv. 1 5. 

"V alfalva difeovered fome paflages into the region of the 
car drum ; of mighty ufe, among others, to make difehames 
of bru.fes. Derhams Ph fco-Thcology. 

— I tiat part of the car that (lands prominent. 

^ ou have heard of the news abroad : I mean, the whifper’d 
ones ; for they are yet but ear killing arguments. Sb. K. Lear. 
ills maffer (hall bore his car through with an awl. Ex 

3. Power of judging of harmony ; the fenfe of hearing. 

4. J he head ; or the perfon : in familiar language. 

, r,lcl [ wa 'l‘ke force was fore weakened, the city beaten 
uown about their ears, and moft of them wounded. Knolles. 

Better pafs over an affront from one fcoundrel, than draw 
tne whole herd about a man’s ears. L'Ef range. 

c lloc alarmed, as if all religion was falling about our 

, fa r\’ 1 • , A r Burnet's Tbco>y. 

5 - 1 he higheft part of a man ; the top. 

I / cavalier was up to the ears in love with a very fine 

(. J he privilege of being readily and kindly heard ; 

Anff.ppus W;1S earned fuitor to Dionyfius for fome grant, 

and then n 8 ‘ VC r n0 t ° J ,lis fuit : ArIfti PP^ fell at his feet, 
and then Dionyfius granted it. Bacon’s Apophthegms. 

,,, u > being told there was fmall hope of cafe, 

, ere willing at the firft to give an car 
I any thing that founded liberty. Ben. Jolnfon's Catiline. 
on a pillory, or near a throne, 
egain his prince’ car, or lofc his own. Pope's Epifla 


EAR 

7. Difpofiticm to like or diflike w'hat is heard; judgment] opi- 
nion ; fade. 

He laid his fenfe elofer, and in fewer words, according to 
the ffyle and ear of thofe times. Denham. 

8. Any prominences from a larger body, raifed for the fake of 
holding it. 

There are fome veftels, which, if you offer to lift by the 
belly or bottom, you cannot (!ir them ; but are foon removed, 
if you take them by the ears. Taylor's Rule c f l vmg hoy. 
A quilted night-cap with one ear, Congr. Hay of the I No' Id. 
A pot without an car. . Swift. 

9. The fpike of corn ; that part which contains the feeds. 

He delivereth to each of them a jewel, made in the figure 
of an ear of wheat, which they ever alter wear. Bacon. 

The leaves on trees not more, 

Nor bearded ears in fields, nor lands upon the fhore. Dryd. 
From fevcral grains he had eighty Hulks, with very large 
ears full of large corn. Mortimer's Hultartdry. 

IC. To fall t: get her by the Ears. To fight; tofeuffle; to qua:- 
re’. [In Dutch oorlogcn j A familiar phrafe. 

Poor naked men belaboured one another with fftagged 
(ticks, or dully fell together by the ears at fifty-cuffs. More. 

Fools go together by the tars, to have knaves run away 
with the ltakcs. L'Ef range. Fab. 5 . 

All Afia now was by the ears. 

And gods beat up for voluntiers. Prior. 

ii. To Jet by the Ears. To make ftrife; to quarrel : in low 
language. 

A mean rafeal fets others together by the ears without fighting 
himfclf. L'Ef range. Fab. 67. 

She ufed to carry talcs from one to another, ’till (he had let 
the neighbourhood together by the ears. Arbuthnot. 

It is ufual to Jet thefc poor animals by the ears. Addif Freeh. 

Ea'rless. vclj. [from ear. J Without any ears. 

Earlejs on high Hood una baffl’d Defoe, 

And Tuthin flagrant from the fcourge below. Pope's Dune . 

Ea'rring. n J. [ear and ring.] Jewels fet in a ring and worn 
at the cars ; ornament of a woman’s car. 

With gold and filver they increafe his (tore. 

And gave the precious earrings which they wore. Sandys. 
A lady beftowed earrings upon a favourite lamprey. Arbuth. 

Ea'rshot. n.J. Reach of the car ; fpacc within which words 
may be heard. 

Gomez, (land you out of earfsot . — I have fomething to fay 
to your wife in private. Dryden's Spanifi Fryar, 

E a'r wax. n.f. [ear and wax.] The cerumen or exudation 
which fmears the iniide of the ear. 

I be ear being to (land open, becaufe there was fome danger 
that infects might creep in thereat ; therefore hath nature 
loncatcd or plaiitcred over the (i.J. the hole with ear-wax , 
to entangle any infects ti.at ffiould attempt to creep in there. 

_ Ray on the Creation. 

Earwig, n.f. [cape and ptjja, a grub, Saxon.] A (heath- 
winged infidt, imagined to ci. cj' : . he car. 

Himfclf he on an ear-wig ft: -j 

Yet fcarec lit on his back could get, C 

So oft and high he did curvet ° Drayton’s Nymphid. 3 
Earwigs and (nails feldom infedt timber. A/ortimer’s husb. 

Doll never flies to cut her lace. 

Or throw cold water in her face, 

Becaufc (lie heard a fudden drum. 

Or found an earwig in a plum. Swift. 

?. By way of reproach, awhifpercr; a prying informer. 

Ea rwitness. n.J. [ear and witnefs.] One who attefts, or 
can atteft any thing as heard by himfclf 

All prefent were made earwitnefes, even of each particular 
branch of a common indidtment. Hooker , b. v. f. ->6. 

I he hiftories of mankind, written by eye or eanvitnelTes, 
are built upon this principle. ‘ IVattd s Lofck. 

10 Ear. v. a. [aro, Latin ] To plow; to till. 

He that ears my land fpares my team, and gives me leave 
to enjoy the crop. Shakefpeare’s AiPs well that ends well. 

Mcnecrates and Menas, famous pirates, 

the ka ferve them, which they ear and wound 
tth keels of every kind. Shakefp, Ant. and Cleopatra. 

1 hen we bring forth weeds, 

V\ hen our quick mind lies (till ; and our ill, told us, 

A ^ ° U t, r C “n nS ' c- . . Shakc fP ear ‘ s Anth'-nyand Cleopatra. 

A tough valley, which is neither eared nor (own. Dcutr. 

han ffl * CarS ’ ' n l ^ C w ^‘ dl t fi crc lfi r ‘ll neither be earing nor 
. Gen. xlv. e, 

1 he held of love, with plow of virtue ear’d. Fairfax 

To Ear. [from ear.] To flioot into cars. 

Ea red. adj. [from car . ] 

J. Having ears, or organs of hearing. 

2. Having cars, or ripe corn. 

The covert of the thrice ear’d field 
Saw (lately Ceres to her paflion yield. Pope's Odyffey, b. \v' % 

I-ARL. n f [eopl, Saxon ; eoryl, Erfe.j A title otnobilitv 

anctentlv the hioheft of ,i,; c ........ .. . nobll,t )» 


I 


anciently the higheft of this nation, now the third. 
Thanes and kinfinen, 


Henceforth 
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